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Gervais Morissette, L’Ancienne-Lorette
Management Consultant

Professional experience related to the 
Company’s lines of business

I served as Secretary to the Board of Directors of Caisse populaire 
Desjardins du Piémont Laurentien from 2003 to 2006 before 
becoming Vice-Chairman of the Board, a position I hold to date. 
From 2002 to 2008, I also served as Vice-Chairman of the Board 
of Approvisionnement des Deux-Rives, a group purchasing 
cooperative in the health care and social services sector.

Professional training
> Master of Public Administration (MPA), École nationale 

d’administration publique, Montréal, 1993
> Bachelor of Arts (three certifi cates: administration, gerontology 

and nursing), Université Laval, Québec City, 1988

Reasons for nomination
I believe strongly in the economic development and drive of 
Québec’s regions. Capital régional et coopératif Desjardins’ mission 
and values are very important to me. My interest and experience 
in the cooperative movement have prompted me to canvas 
shareholder support for a directorship on the Board of Directors.

Pierre Nadeau, Québec City
Manager, Material Resources,
Musée de la civilisation, Québec City

Professional experience related to the 
Company’s lines of business

When I decided to become an entrepreneur by buying an 
existing small business, my due diligence included a review of 
over 30 companies in various fi elds: manufacturing, processing, 
high tech, etc. I taught myself the art of business valuation and 
assessment: measuring market value, gauging the business plan, 
evaluating fi nancing, assessing risk, etc. I assembled fi nancing fi les 
and approached several venture capital fi rms. I know fi rst-hand the 
diffi culties of shopping around for SME fi nancing. I have also served 
on fi ve boards of directors.

Professional training
> Engineer, Université Laval, 1982
> Several courses in general, HR and project management, 

among others
> Project Management Professional (PMP) training

Reasons for nomination
I am fi rm believer in the values of the cooperative movement 
and consider it to be one of the best economic and regional 
development tools in Québec today. Capital régional’s mission to 
provide venture capital to growth SMEs plays a key strategic role. 
By joining the Board of Directors and building on my previous 
endeavours, I would like to help drive Québec’s development. 
Technology SMEs will account a growing number of sustainable 
development opportunities in Québec’s regions. I am canvassing 
your support because I believe that Capital régional stands to gain 
from additional directors with a technical background.

Pierre Perron, Québec City
Development Advisor
Fédération des caisses Desjardins

Professional experience related to the 
Company’s lines of business

I have fi nancing expertise involving agricultural, agri-food and 
commercial enterprises, as well as individuals. I also help implement 
fi nancing practices and tools and program documentation.

Professional training
> Bachelor of Agro-economics, Université Laval, 1983
> Master of Rural Economics (one year), Université Laval, 1984
> Financial Planner Diploma (licence to practice not obtained), 1996
> Commercial Credit Certifi cate, Université du Québec, 2001

Reasons for nomination
I take great interest in regional development and wish to support 
cooperatives. I would like to support business expansion and 
facilitate the ownership transfer process. I am very familiar with 
the agri-food industry.

Hugo Touchette, Montréal
Sales Manager – Québec 
BACARDI CANADA

Professional experience related to the 
Company’s lines of business

In addition to my responsibilities at BACARDI CANADA, 
I am co-shareholder of a business operating in the agricultural 
industry and commercial and institutional snow removal services 
business. I also have in-depth experience in the Québec agri-
food and retail industries.

Professional training
After receiving a Bachelor of Business Administration in 1997 from 
the Université du Québec à Montréal, I continued my studies at the 
Université de Sherbrooke, where I obtained my MBA in 2003.

Reasons for nomination
While I have had the good fortune to hone my skills in a corporate 
environment, I maintain strong ties with SMEs and their realities. 
As a director on the Board of Capital régional et coopératif 
Desjardins, I feel I can contribute an energetic vision and a strong 
value-added focus—a critical competitive edge in today’s market 
reality. Driven by entrepreneurial spirit, I undertake to make a 
signifi cant contribution to the current Board of Directors.



Nominee profi les

The following nominees are eligible to stand for election to one of two (2) positions of 
Director at the Annual General Meeting of Capital régional et coopératif Desjardins at 
10:45 a.m. on March 26, 2010 at the Québec City Convention Centre. At that time, the 
shareholders shall elect two (2) Directors, each for a term of one (1) year or until such time 
as their successors shall be elected or appointed.

Sylvain Caron, L’Islet
General Manager
Formaca

Professional experience related to the 
Company’s lines of business

I have been the promoter for various federal job creation programs, 
such as the L’Islet campground, for approximately fi ve years. 
I have served on the boards of local and regional organizations, 
such as RRQ (Regroupement des récupérateurs du Québec), 
SEMO (Service Externe de main-d’œuvre Chaudière-Appalaches), 
CJE (L’Islet and Montmagny Carrefour Jeunesse Emploi), TRESCA 
(Table régionale d’Économie sociale Chaudière-Appalaches) and 
the L’Islet Co-op Store.

Professional training
> Diploma of Collegial Studies (DCS) in Human Sciences, La Pocatière
> Certifi cate of Collegial Studies (CCS) in Industrial Management, 

Lévis
> Certifi cate in Human Resources, Université Laval
> Diploma in Industrial Relations, Université Laval
> Certifi cate in Ecotoxicology, Université de Montréal
> Training program, Université Laval: “Gérer sa forêt, 

Devenir Entrepreneur”

Reasons for nomination
Motivated by both personal and public interests, I wish to be 
among Québec’s key decision-makers for the regions. I also wish to 
contribute the skill-set and aptitudes I have derived from my varied 
hands-on experience, my versatile academic background and my 
people skills.

Sylvie Côté, Québec City
Manager
Audit, Studies and Inquiries
Commission de la fonction publique
Government of Québec

Professional experience related to the Company’s lines of business
I have held administrative management positions for many 
years. My areas of expertise include administrative organization, 
designing guidelines, strategic planning, human, fi nancial and 
material resources management, risk management, audit 
and other management-related fi elds. I served as secretary for 
the Offi ce de la protection du consommateur, and attended Board 
meetings. I am a member of Québec’s real estate agent and broker 
association, the ACAIQ, as a licensed real estate agent with Projet 
Courtier, a commercial real estate brokerage.

Professional training
> Bachelor of Industrial Relations, Université Laval
> Management training, École nationale d’administration publique
> Women and Boards of Directors, Université Laval
> Various professional development courses

Reasons for nomination
I am a dynamic person with a desire for greater involvement in 
the business community. My business approach is thorough and 
conscientious, and I thrive on new challenges. I have a strong 
sense of curiosity and interest in management in general and wish 
to bring my experience and skills to bear for Capital régional et 
coopératif Desjardins. I feel I can bring considerable value-added 
to Board activities.

Gilles Douville, Lévis
Semi-retired
Douville, Moffet & associés inc.

Professional experience related to the 
Company’s lines of business

My greatest source of pride is managing my personal fi nancial 
portfolio. I have a long history of service on the boards of fi nancial, 
professional and academic bodies. In each case, my leadership skills 

led to a term as chairman of the board.

Professional training
> Bachelor of Applied Sciences in Civil Engineering, Université 

Laval, 1967
> Certifi cate in Administration, 1972
> Professional development throughout my career

Reasons for nomination
I am a Desjardins stalwart, having devoted over 20 years of my 
career to it. I believe in the mission of Capital régional et coopératif 
Desjardins and wish to play a role in the Board’s activities to 
contribute to strategic and fi nancial development initiatives 
and Capital régional et coopératif Desjardins’ shareholder return.
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Alain Duhamel, Montréal
Freelance Journalist

Professional experience related to the 
Company’s lines of business

In a career spanning three decades, I have travelled throughout 
Québec and am familiar with the economic reality of Québec’s 
regions, as well as their development issues, stakeholders and 
entrepreneurs. I have served as an elected offi cer of a Desjardins 
caisse since 1982 and am chairman of the Caisse Desjardins 
Ahuntsic-Viel Board of Directors.

Professional training
> B.A. in Political Science, University of Ottawa, 1969
> Certifi cate in Communications, Saint Paul University, 1974

Reasons for nomination
I take great interest in regional economic development and have 
devoted a large part of my career to it. I am convinced that my 
knowledge and experience will be very useful to Capital régional et 
coopératif Desjardins.

Josée Fortin, Sherbrooke
President and General Manager
Gestion Socpra inc.

Professional experience related to the 
Company’s lines of business

During my career, I was actively involved in the economic 
development of a region as General Manager and Industrial 
Commissioner. I have also held the position of Commercial Attaché 
of the Québec Trade Offi ce in Beijing, China, guiding Québec 
businesses in exporting their products. I am currently President and 
General Manager of Gestion Socpra inc., whose primary mission is 
to assist researchers at Université de Sherbrooke to market their 
inventions. I have also served on the board of directors of various 
regional corporations.

Professional training
> University certifi cation in corporate governance, Collège des 

Administrateurs de Sociétés (underway)
> Master of Business Administration (MBA), major in International 

Management, Université Laval, 1992
> Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA), minor in 

Organizational Information Systems, Université Laval, 1987

Reasons for nomination
I believe strongly in the economic development and drive of 
Québec’s regions. In creating Capital régional, Desjardins Group 
has crafted an excellent economic and regional development tool 
that also puts it in a class of its own to provide fi nancial solutions 
tailored to the needs of businesses. In light of my keen desire 
to continue taking part in economic and regional development, 
coupled with my experience, I ask for your support to represent 
you once again on the Company’s Board of Directors.

Jean-Paul Gagné, Brossard
Publisher Emeritus
Les Affaires

Professional experience related to the 
Company’s lines of business

I have in-depth management experience gleaned in positions such as 
general manager of the French business weekly Les Affaires. Through 
four decades in Québec economic reporting, I have acquired deep 
knowledge of Québec’s regions and industrial structure. I currently 
chair the Caisse Desjardins de Brossard Oversight Committee and sit 
on various boards of directors including Génome Québec, Société de 
l’Alzheimer Rive-Sud and ACFAS.

Professional training
> Business Administrators’ College, Université Laval (underway)
> Graduate degree in Business Administration, Université Laval, 1980
> Bachelor of Economics, Université Laval, 1968

Reasons for nomination
After a career in journalism reporting on Québec economic news, 
I wish to bring my knowledge and experience to bear for economic 
development bodies and contribute to the reach and success of 
Desjardins Group. Capital régional et coopératif Desjardins fi lls this 
role to a tee.
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Claudette Lagacé, Saint-Sauveur
Commissioner
Centre de santé et de services sociaux 
d’Ahuntsic et Montréal-Nord

Professional experience related to the Company’s lines of business
I have real estate management experience and expertise in drafting 
specialized business plans for start-ups. I am also fully familiar with 
budget follow-ups and analyses.

Professional training
> Master of Business Administration
> Bachelor of Science

Reasons for nomination
Capital régional et coopératif Desjardins is a powerful tool for 
supporting businesses. I would like to diversify my involvement 
in Desjardins Group, which up to now has included a caisse 
board directorship and a representative’s position on the Council 
of Representatives – Est de Montréal. I wish to play a role in 
promoting sound management practices within Capital régional.

Michel Laliberté, Québec City
Editorialist Producer 
Tout Écran inc.

Professional experience related to the 
Company’s lines of business

I have built a reputation in the TV industry for my unfailing 
dedication to Québec regional TV production. I serve on the Board 
of Directors of the Association des producteurs de fi lm et de 
télévision du Québec, where I represent regional producers. It’s my 
regional roots which mesh with Capital régional’s mission. In my 
opinion, in order to strike a socio-economic balance, regional voices 
must be echoed in the discourse of Québec-wide institutions. My 
content management expertise has honed my skills in identifying 
sound projects and gauging their future prospects.

Professional training
My university studies were in industrial relations, but also included 
a semester of history studies. My career led me to training in 
dramatic writing and content supervision workshops. As an 
editorialist/producer, I have broadened my knowledge in a host of 
subjects. My background is the sum of all I have learned, observed 
and experienced.

Reasons for nomination
In reviewing the insert in my investment statement, it occurred to 
me that my 26-years’ experience as a business leader and my TV 
content expertise were a good mix to serve the Company’s general 
directions and outlook in supporting Québec’s regional companies. 
My profession is to make TV projects come together, which stands 
me in good stead to help make business projects viable for the 
future, while contributing to sound governance at Capital régional. 
A directorship on the Board of Directors would be a great honour 
for me.

Steeve Lepage, Brossard
Vice-President, Operations
CEL Aerospace Ltd

Professional experience related to the 
Company’s lines of business

Due to my experience with a high-tech SME in Greater Montréal, 
and my previous experience in Québec’s regions, I understand 
the issues regional businesses are up against. My familiarity with 
international markets makes me well suited to help regional tech 
fi rms tap into new growth and export markets.

Professional training
After completing a Diploma of Collegial Studies (DCS) in Building 
Mechanics in 1993, I obtained a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering 
from École de technologie supérieure (ÉTS) in 1996. During my 
undergraduate degree, I studied a semester at California State 
University, Long Beach in California. I broadened my business 
knowledge with an MBA from UQÀM in 2005.

Reasons for nomination
As a Bas-Saint-Laurent native, I understand the importance of 
regional development, both locally and across Québec. In the age 
of globalization, human resources are of prime importance and, 
for Québec’s regions, it becomes crucial to slow the brain drain 
toward large urban centres by creating and retaining attractive and 
stimulating jobs. My roots drive my desire to take part in regional 
development. What’s more, as a Capital régional et coopératif 
Desjardins shareholder since its inception, I want to represent 
the next generation of investors.


